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A: Focus and 
method 

[6] 

5 The research question is “Which factors, 
with a special focus on the 2014 
referendum for independence in 
Scotland, have contributed most to the 
increase in popularity of separatist 
movements in Europe?” 

The topic is communicated clearly. The 
topic implies a rather wider field of study 
than the direct focus on Scotland which 
is in the research question. The research 
question is intriguing as it implies that 
the author will rank the factors 
mentioned. An appropriate range of 
sources of different types has been 
chosen, with a nice mix of academic and 
current media. All that is missing is the 
setting of the issue of separatism in a 
broader context, as an issue of global 
importance. 

The appropriate markband is 5-6. 

 

B: Knowledge and 5 The IB academic subjects claimed on the  



understanding 

[6] 

cover sheet are history, economics and 
politics. There is evidence of familiarity 
with all three in the course of the essay, 
and terminology from the social sciences 
is used with understanding and skill. The 
author’s understanding of separatism in 
Scotland is good, but more time should 
have been taken to “launch” the issue of 
separatism, which is evident in many 
parts of the world. Also, the conclusion 
could have done more to apply the 
knowledge and understanding gained on 
a wider scale. Some brief comparisons 
are made. Sources are generally used 
well and with understanding. 

The appropriate markband appears to 
be 5-6. 

C: Critical thinking 

[12] 

9 The author’s judgement in selecting four 
topics to analyse Scottish separatism is 
good, especially in the use of history and 
culture in creating a believable myth of 
national identity. In some sense it is a 
shame that the distinctive legal and 
educational systems are not considered 
(though this is acknowledged in the 
introduction), as they are different from 
England’s and are a part of institutional 
distinctiveness. 

A mature analytical style is used, with 
evaluative content (usually 
substantiated) woven into the text. There 
is frequent reference back to the main 
theme of the essay and so a clear, 
coherent, reasoned argument develops. 
A summative conclusion is offered, 
which ranks the factors in order of 
importance in determining the local 
characteristics of separatism in 

 



Scotland. 

The section on economic factors is 
interesting and the attempt to correlate 
SNP votes against income (not wealth, 
as stated) levels is an original attempt at 
primary research which could have been 
developed further. 

The most appropriate markband is 7-9. 

D: Presentation 

[4] 

4 The essay is clearly a stewed down 
version of a much bigger work and the 
author is guilty of compressing extra 
material into footnotes, which are 
expansions of the text rather than 
references. This is a way of expanding 
the word limit and should be 
discouraged. 

The structure of the essay aligns with 
the expectations of a research essay. 
Referencing is clear and fairly 
comprehensive and consistent. The 
layout allows the reader to access the 
essay easily. The author has a good 
academic style which communicates 
clearly and allows understanding readily. 
The bibliography is nicely organized and 
accessible. 

The most appropriate markband is 3-4. 

 

E: Engagement 

[6] 

(not included) 

 The assessment of an accompanying 
RPPF will affect the overall mark 
awarded and the grade achieved. 

 



Total marks 
awarded 

23/28 It must be emphasised that this essay 
was written well before the referendum 
on Scottish independence of September 
2014 (which resulted in a narrow 
majority against independence) and the 
UK general election of May 2015 in 
which the Scottish Nationalist Party 
(separatist) won 56 of the 59 seats in 
Scotland. It therefore lacks the benefit 
of hindsight that comes from a 
substantial victory for separatist politics. 
At the same time, it shows a degree of 
prescience in that the issue has become 
more important since the time of writing. 

The main limitation of the essay is that it 
confines consideration of separatism to 
Europe and focuses too heavily on 
Scotland, though comparisons are drawn 
with Catalonia and mention is made of 
other countries. In other words, it does 
not establish an issue of global concern. 
The skills exercised are very much those 
of the historian, even though the subject 
matter includes the last 10 years. These 
skills relate to causation, weighting of 
factors, interpretation of information, 
etc. A better introduction and conclusion 
could have made the essay outstanding, 
but nevertheless it represents a 
considerable achievement by the author. 

Please note: as a result of modifying 
existing extended essays for illustrative 
purposes, not all exemplars have an 
accompanying RPPF for assessment 
under criterion E (this is a mandatory 
element for all essays as of 2018). As a 
result, this essay has been marked out 
of 28 rather than 34. 

 

	


